
Vesicle and bulla (“blisters”)

• A vesicle is a sharply demarcated 
elevation of the epidermis, filled with 
clear fluid, up to 1cm in diameter.  It 
may be intraepidermal or subepidermal

• A bulla is a vesicle greater than 1cm in 
diameter



Vesicle due to 
separation of 
epidermal planes

Vesicle due to 
ballooning degeneration 
(intracellular swelling)

Bullae in the groin of a Great Dane with 
Epidermolysis Bullosa

Vesicles on a Shar Pei with cutaneous 
mucinosis

6cm

7mm




